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Alchemy 

KS2 
Monday - Science 

 
Alchemy is an ancient science that came before chemistry. The aim of alchemy was to try and change certain materials and substances 
into other materials. Many alchemists particularly tried to turn other metals into gold. Of course, today we know that this is not possible 
as this is one of the elements on the periodic table. The periodic table is a diagram which shows all the metals, chemicals and elements 
that exist naturally in the world. We show the elements on a periodic table by using their abbreviations - these are called their chemical 
symbol. Today you will be using these chemical symbols to become familiar with them. 
 
Using the periodic table on the other side, can you find the elements to spell your name? 
Not all words can be spelt using the elements of the periodic table so how close can you get to your name? Write it down 
using the symbols and the element names. 
 
Can you answer these word puzzles using the element names given and translating them to their symbols. You will need to 
find them on the periodic table first. 
 

1. A form of maths (Aluminium, Germanium, Boron, Radium) 
2. Something tasty! (Carbon, Hydrogen, Oxygen, Cobalt, Lanthanum, Tellureum) 
3. Pirates don't like these (Lanthanum, Neodymium, Lutetium, Boron, Boron, Erbium, Sulphur) 
4. Pirates have to do this! (Sodium, Vanadium, Iodine, Gallium, Titanium, Oxygen, Nitrogen) 

 
Have a go at translating this: 
Molybdenum, Uranium, Nitrogen, Titanium, Einsteinium, Rubidium, Sulphur, Hydrogen, Oxygen, Fluorine, 
Fluorine, Oxygen, Nitrogen, Americium, Iodine, Sulphur, Silicon, Oxygen, Nitrogen: Fluorine, Iodine, 
Neodymium, Thorium, Oxygen, Selenium, Holmium, Sulphur, Tantalum, Germanium, Sulphur 
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Here is the periodic table.

 


